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Introduction

Where did they 
come from?

Why do we 
have 
recommended 
practices??

come from?
How do 
teachers use 
them?



The Strands

Indirect 
Assessment

Technology 
Applications

Indirect 
Supports

Child-
Focused 

Interventions

Family-
Based 

Practices

Interdisciplinary 
Models

Policies, 
Procedures, & 
Systems Change

Personnel 
Preparation



Rate that practice…

3 = I implement the practice daily

2 = I think the practice is important, but I struggle 
with implementationwith implementation

1 = I don’t fully understand how to implement the 
practice

0 = I don’t think the practice is important



Rate that practice…

� Families participate actively in assessment 
procedures

� A variety of appropriate settings and naturally 
occurring activities are used to facilitate 
children’s learning and developmentchildren’s learning and development

� Professionals ensure a single point of contact 
for families throughout the assessment 
process

� Intrafamily, informal, community, and formal 
supports and resources are used to achieve 
desired outcomes



Rate that practice cont…

� Practices target meaningful outcomes for the 
child that build upon the child’s current skills 
and behavior and promote membership with 
others

� Program supervisors in concert with the 
EI/ECSE team, use only those measures that 
have high treatment validity

� Professionals fully and appropriately provide 
relevant information so parents can make 
informed choices and decisions



Child-Focused Practices

� Intentional design of environments
� Practices guided by ongoing data
� Systematic procedures within and across 

environments, activities, and routinesenvironments, activities, and routines



Environments





Ongoing Data







“KISS”

� “KISS” (Keep It 
Short and 
Simple) - -
Create simple, Create simple, 
user-friendly 
forms to collect 
information (e.g., 
rating scales, 
checklists).



Systematic Procedures



Precision Request



Behavioral Momentum

� Ask the child to complete a series of tasks 
he/she can do independently and successfully

� Then ask the child to complete a harder task 

� Use continual praise



Safety Signals

� Make eye contact and gain the child’s attention
� Provide a warning (e.g. 5 more minutes)
� State the ending activity and the activity to 

follow (e.g. 2 more minutes with computer, follow (e.g. 2 more minutes with computer, 
then clean up)

� Give the child several countdowns (e.g. 2 
more times, 1 more time, all done)

� Use visuals, photographs, or objects to 
represent the next activity

� May use a timer for countdown



Reinforcement 
Schedules

Patterns of timing for rewarding behaviors
� Intermittent schedules:

� Ratio: reward the child after they perform the desired 
behavior a pre-determined number of times

� Interval: reward the child the first time they perform � Interval: reward the child the first time they perform 
the behavior in a set amount of time

� Response-duration: reward the child for continuously 
performing the desired behavior for a set amount of 
time

� Thinning – slowly decrease the number of 
rewards
� Helps Decrease Dependence on Reinforcement



Action PlanningAction Planning
� Take your ideas and new 

knowledge with you….  
� Think over what has been 

discussed….
What were the big � What were the big 
ideas???

� What actions will you 
take???

� How can you get started?
� Where should you go to 

get additional support?



Online Resources

� Intervention Central 
� www.interventioncentral.org 

� Division for Early Childhood
� http://www.dec-sped.org/

� Research and Training Center on Early Childhood 
DevelopmentDevelopment
� http://www.researchtopractice.info/ 

� Circle of Inclusion
� http://www.circleofinclusion.org

� Center for the Social-Emotional Foundations for Early 
Learning (CSEFEL)
� http://www.vanderbilt.edu/csefel/



Family-Based Practices….

� Ensure we work 
together

� Strengthen family 
functioningfunctioning

� Are individualized 
and flexible

� Are strength and 
asset based



Guiding Principles
� Identify Resources and 

Support to improve 
family functioning

� Emphasis is placed on 
HOW resources and 
supports are provided



Asking the Right Questions…..

� Ask for use not meaning
give me an example, vs. what do you mean

� Ask a single question at a time

� Avoid leading questions� Avoid leading questions

� Avoid “why” questions

� Ask open ended question 

� Restate vs. paraphrase



Eco Map Example 1
Graphic representation or 
visualization of family and 
linkages to the larger 
social system -
relationships



Map Example 2





Action PlanningAction Planning
� Take your ideas and new 

knowledge with you….  
� Think over what has been 

discussed….
What were the big � What were the big 
ideas???

� What actions will you 
take???

� How can you get started?
� Where should you go to 

get additional support?



Resources

� Coaching in Early Childhood - contains strategies, bibliographies, and 
other resources on natural learning environments, the coaching approach in 
working with parents and caregivers, and teaming practices
http://coachinginearlychildhood.org/index.php

� Dance of Partnership - contains printable articles and other publications on 
strengthening parent-professional partnerships  strengthening parent-professional partnerships  
http://danceofpartnership.com/

� Everyday Children’s Learning Opportunities Institut e - provides links and 
printable materials on best practices in working with young children and 
families http://everydaylearning.info/index.php

� Family Guided Routines Based Intervention - Florida State University 
research project that provides resources and learning materials for early 
intervention professionals working with families http://fgrbi.fsu.edu/ 



Assessment
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� Collaboration with families

� Individualized & Appropriate

� Guides instruction

� Shared respectfully

� Meets requirements
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Updated Assessment StandardsUpdated Assessment Standards

1.1. ACCEPTABILITYACCEPTABILITY

2.2. AUTHENTICITYAUTHENTICITY

3.3. COLLABORATIONCOLLABORATION3.3. COLLABORATIONCOLLABORATION

4.4. EVIDENCEEVIDENCE

5.5. MULTIMULTI--FACTORSFACTORS

6.6. SENSITIVITYSENSITIVITY

7.7. UNIVERSALITYUNIVERSALITY

8.8. UTILITYUTILITY

http://ehhs.kent.edu/link/



Exemplars

� Authenticity

Video Illustration

� Utility

Strategies for linking 
assessment and Video Illustration assessment and 

instruction



Curriculum-based assessments (CBA)

� Link assessment and 
instruction

� CBA items
Should be functional� Should be functional

� Should be DAP
� Should be relevant
� Should be essential
� Should be from all areas
� Should be for all children



Content Coverage



Age Span



Sensitivity of Items



Action PlanningAction Planning
� Take your ideas and new 

knowledge with you….  
� Think over what has been 

discussed….
What were the big � What were the big 
ideas???

� What actions will you 
take???

� How can you get started?
� Where should you go to 

get additional support?
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� CLAS: Culturally and Linguistically Appropriate Services

� http://clas.uiuc.edu 

� Grisham-Brown, J. L., & Pretti-Frontczak, K. (Eds). (2011). Assessing 
young children in inclusive settings: The blended practices approach. 
Baltimore: Paul Brookes Publishing Company.

Pretti-Frontczak, K., McKeen, L., Grisham-Brown, J., Horn, E., � Pretti-Frontczak, K., McKeen, L., Grisham-Brown, J., Horn, E., 
Matthews, D., Lieber, J., & Sullivan, L. (2007). Promoting positive 
outcomes for children with disabilities: Recommendations for 
curriculum, assessment, and program evaluation. Missoula, Montana 
(DEC).

� Schultz, T., Kagan, S.L., & Shore, R. (2009). Taking stock: Assessing 
and improving early childhood learning and program quality. 
Washington, DC: National Early Childhood Accountability Task Force.

� Snow, C.E., & Van Hemel, S.B. (2008). Early childhood assessment: 
Why, what, and how? Washington, DC: National Academies Press.



Rate that practice…

3 = I implement the practice daily

2 = I think the practice is important, but I struggle 
with implementationwith implementation

1 = I don’t fully understand how to implement the 
practice

0 = I don’t think the practice is important



DEC Recommended Practices 
Revisions

� Strategic Goal 3: Promote Positive Outcomes 
Next Steps Next Steps 
� Update recommended practices to move toward 

evidence based practices

Mary McLean
Susan Sandall
Mary Louise Hemmeter
Barbara Smith


